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punishment and infamy,, but a man deserves no reward or
honours for not being guilty of it. This I take to be the
meaning of all those passages in our scriptures, in which
works are represented to have no merit without faith; that
is, not without believing in historical facts, in creeds, and
articles, but, without being done in pursuance of oar belief
in God, and in obedience to bis commands* And now,
having mentioned scripture, I cannot omit observing, that
the Christian is the only religious or moral institution in the
world, that ever set, in a right light, these two material
points, the essence and the end of virtue, that ever founded
the one in the production of happiness, that is, in universal
benevolence, or, in their language, charity to all men; the
other, in the probation of man, and his obedience to his
creator. Sublime and magnificent as was the philosophy
of the ancients, all their moral systems were deficient in
these two important articles. They were all built on the
sandy foundations of the innate beauty of virtue, or en-
thusiastic patriotism; and their great point in view was
the contemptible reward of human glory; foundations,
which were, by no means, able to support the magnificent
structures which they erected upon them; for the beauty
of virtue, independent of its effects, is unmeaning non-
sense ; patriotism, which injures mankind in general, for
the sake of a particular country, is but a more extended
selfishness, and really criminal; and all human glory, but
a mean and ridiculous delusion.

V The whole affair, then, of religion and morality, the sub-
ject of so many thousand volumes, is, in short, no more
than this: the supreme being, infinitely good, as well as
powerful, desirous to diffuse happiness by all possible
means, has created innumerable ranks and orders of be-
ings, all subservient to each other by proper subordination.
One of these is occupied by man, a creature endued with
such a certain degree of knowledge, reason, and freewill,
as is suitable to his situation, and placed, for a time, on
this globe, as in a school of probation and education.
Here he has an opportunity given him of improving or